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My name is Charse Yun and | am a second-generation Korean American. For
the past several years, it has been a privilege and a blessing to work here at Korea
National Open University as a visiting professor. | enjoy teaching about literature

and writing and am gratified when students share my passion.

For many years now, I've worked as a writer and as a teacher of writing and
reading. You would think that with all my experience, | would feel confident.
Instead, | find that writing remains an arduous task and | often feel like a beginner
all over again. When we are in the composition stage, we hear many critical and
negative voices that leave us dissatisfied. Therefore, | received much solace when
| heard an interview with Philip Yancey, a writer who | like very much, say the
following: “l used to think that if | do this [writing] long enough, that it'll get easy.
And actually it doesn't get easier. It gets harder. The problem is the longer | have

done it, the more | learn about things that | have done wrong.”

Writing is a seemingly endless journey where you will write and edit and
rewrite-- and then write some more! Eventually, you let go of the final draft,
abandoning it to the public. Discarding many drafts is an indispensable (and often
painful) part of the process. Yes, writing is difficult, but as the poet Rilke wrote, we
must “trust what is difficult” and that the very fact that it is difficult is “one more

reason for us to do it.”

As a member of Korea National Open University, my job is to collaborate with
you so that you may become better writers and readers. It’s not an easy road, but
with much patience and diligence, | hope that your time at KNOU will become a

precious and rewarding experience for you.

Whether you are learning to think critically when reading literature or struggling
to put your thoughts on paper, | simply want to encourage you to not give up, to
continue on. From this point on, you can only get better! Best wishes and good

luck during your time here at KNOU!
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